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           TheConvolution of fact and fiction                     
 
   

 
 Editor: Paper Chaser               MS PEACEMAKERS            March, 2008

 
 
 

Squinter’s Comments 
March 2008 

 

The shoot in March is the last shoot before the Sta te Match and 
we had a large crowd.  We had a lot of out of town folks that 
we will see again in a few weeks.  The State match will be fun, 
if you have not signed up, better do so.  We are go ing to cut 
off the entries at 150. 
 
Leatherneck was very creative in the stage he wrote  for the 
“John”.  Lots of comments about that one.  (Editor note: only comments that 
could be printed have been printed.)  
 
Several of the stages were written around a little incident 
Neck had with his new Smoke Wagons, yes they have a  safety, no 
they won’t shoot unless you take the safety off, an d yes they 
were cheap for a few moments.  Missed a good chance  to buy at a 
good price. 
 
Since I was a little late with the news article, I have the 
benefit of telling you that a lot of work was done at the range 
on March 22.  The range is ready for the match.  A few of us 
that are running the match are going to shoot the m atch early.  
We are going to shoot the match on the second Satur day in 
April.  Anyone who wants to come and help with that  are more 
than welcome.  In fact we need a few folks to help out. 
 
See you soon. 
 

Squinter 
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 I hope the weather wasn't the only reason it kept some of you at home.  After about 45 minutes 
of getting wet, it began to clear off and the sun even came out.  Now for the meat of the 
article.  Congratulations go out to Short Stuff for being the top shooter for the February match.  
Many people want to know what it takes to get to the top.  Well from one who made his way 
up the food chain I would say CONSISTENCY.  I have always enjoyed shooting with and 
against Deadeye Doc.  He is and will always be my Cowboy Action Shooting Hero.  I enjoy 
watching him shoot and how consistent he is when shooting.  Sure there will be days when 
things go wrong for every shooter but, if you look back at his scores over the past few years, 
you'll notice a pattern.  Of course practice using live ammo and dry firing does help a lot to get 
the transitions going and to become more consistent.  Again look back at Short Stuff's scores 
and you'll see the same pattern.  She has become a very good shooter in a relatively short time.  
Freestate takes her out and practices but as Rattlesnake Blake once told me, "It's not that 
practice makes perfect, it's PERFECT PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT".   Let's break that 
down.  I can take dummy rounds with my guns and dry fire practice at home and when I get to 
the range, I'll miss two or three targets per stage.  Then I reflect back to my practice.  My 
transitions during the match are very good but the shooting takes a hit.  Why?  When dry fire 
practicing don't just pull the pistols out of their holsters and run the guns extremely fast 
through the target sequences.  What this does is to make a shooter sloppy on finding the front 
sight.  Holy Terror wrote and article a couple of years ago which laid out a good dry fire 
practice session.  She takes paper plates or the like and puts some of those orange circles in 
them.  It's not for her eyes to focus on the targets better but for her to locate them through her 
sights before pulling the trigger.  Once you find the target and pull the trigger then move to the 
next target.  Start out slowly doing this not just running through at the speed of light.  This will 
build up the eye memory and again it will build up consistency.  If anyone has taken anything 
from a beginning like karate, football, basketball, or many other endeavors, you don't start out 
like a pro.  In karate, you go through the motions slowly until you become more proficient with 
the moves.  Again, this is muscle memory taking over.  Or like some call it becoming second 
nature.  These are things that the brain doesn't have to think on to react to but just does it.  
When this takes over, it is one less step for the brain to go through and it speeds up the process 
of information and movement in the body.  Less clutter, faster movement.  Keeping it simple is 
the best.  For example lets look at some shooting sequences from the match.  One called for the 
shooter to shoot a Nevada sweep by starting on the center target shooting to the right or 
(2,3,2,1,2).  I break this down so the information in my brain can place it in my muscle 
memory file.  If you look at the sequence, I'll shoot it by making it two sequences.  I'll tell 
myself to shoot the center target first, then do a sweep from the right to the left, and end with a 
shot on the center target.  You might think this would slow you down.  This is how I break it 
down as the stage instructions are read and how I go through it at the loading table.  Once I get 
to the line, all I do is shoot.  I no longer have to think about each individual shot.  So I break it 
down like this:  shoot target 2, then do a sweep of 3,2,1, and finish on 2.  If you look at them, 
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they are the same shooting sequence I just don't have to think okay, 2 ,then, 3, then, 2, then, 1, 
then, 2.  Another sequence sometimes calls for the shooter to shoot, (1,1,2,3,3).  When I look at 
this, I break it down to a 2,1,2 shooting pattern starting from the left.  It is much easier for me 
to look at the sequence and say 2,1,2 than it is to say 1,1,2,3,3.  It just makes it easier on me 
than the clutter.  In my room at home, when I dry fire practice, I have a list of shooting 
sequences.  I have left to right Nevada sweeps, right to left Nevada sweeps, double tap 
Nevada sweeps, etc.  I'll put a list up at the end of the article for you to look at and see how I 
break it down.  This might work for you, it might not.  I just know it works for me.  At most 
shooting schools, you'll hear, "Front sight, front sight, front sight".  The gun is going to shoot 
where the sights are lined up.  Some folks think, "Well that is good for the smaller caliber 
shooters but the heavier caliber shooters it's different".  
 
 This principle applies to all calibers and loads.  The heavier loads that people shoot and that I 
have shot, require a harder grip on the guns to keep control of them.  If you don't believe me, 
just go and borrow my guns when I am shooting 45's with full loads of black powder or better 
yet, just ask HawgRunner if you can shoot his at any match.  The answer to the big guns is to 
get a good grip but use a smooth technique with the trigger pull.  Also don't pull the trigger 
with the entire hand.  Once you have the grip only pull the tip of the trigger finger backward.  
This keeps the alignment in order and doesn't alter it due to extra pressure from the grip.  If you 
use extra pressure from the grip, you'll find yourself shooting to the left a lot.  Many in the 
shooting sport have thought over the years that small caliber guns with light bullets and light 
powder charges will win the day.  Not so.  You might cut recoil down but unless you are 
shooting at dump targets, the movement between targets is more than enough time to recover 
from moderate recoil.  With heavy loads, it is a little more recovery time.  This article could 
take up several pages but, the main thing when practicing or shooting is to get a steady 
rhythm.  Start out slowly learning good and PERFECT technique which will make you a more 
proficient and consistent shooter.  Your times will begin to get better and your shooting 
experience will become more enjoyable.  Although, sometimes, it is good to just rock and roll 
with your guns and let them rip not worrying about the scores just don't do it on a regular 
basis.  My hat is off to and I have to give credit to Diamond Lilly for helping me to back off of 
the accelerator at times.  But, I have fuuunnn doing it on occasion.  Remember to keep our men 
and women in the armed services in your prayers who are in or will be in harms way.  
Especially remember one of our own, Paper Chaser's son will be deploying to Iraq soon.  May 
he be safe and God guide him safely back home.  Until March, be safe and good shootin'. 
  

Parson 
 
Parson's dry fire shooting sequences with dummy rou nds: 
Rifle:  Start at cowboy port arms 
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(Photo courtesy Kansas Historical Society) 


